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begged him, by a side door ? He refused to do so. " The
King's highway was made for all/5 he told them, " and by
that will I go, or not at all." It was useless to dissuade him.
The Court door opened, and an eye-witness, who had been
present at some of the worst riots in Ireland, described what
he saw as almost miraculous. The villain of the hour, for
whom the crowd has been waiting, the hated " Castle
hack," who has procured the arrest of Ireland's latest hero,
William O'Brien, steps out alone and unarmed save for a
blackthorn stick in his hand, and for a moment or two
surveys the scene before him. He sees the howling, infuriated
mob, thirsting for vengeance, breaking like a rough sea on
the steps of the Courthouse ; the windows on all sides filled
with shrieking women ; the wild brandishing of sticks, the
showers of stones, the mad struggles with the police. He is
recognised, and there is a great shout,  " To hell with
Carson." For a minute it looks as if there will be a rush on
him, but he meets them with a look of scornful amusement;
then he strolls slowly down the steps of the Court with that
very slow gait of his, walking with toes slightly turned in.
There is a sudden and extraordinary change in the demean-
our of the multitude : perhaps it is something in the strange
insolence and courage of his action, always attractive to
Irishmen, that awes them; perhaps there is something
which sobers them in the physical aspect of the man : the
tall, elegant figure with its spare dignity ; the narrow pale
face and the deep-set eyes; the wide mouth, twisted by a
wry smile, half defiant, half cynical; at any rate, the loud
cries are succeeded by a low, long-drawn murmur, ugly
enough in itself but very different from the previous tumult;
the hands are dropped, and even the murmur begins to die
away into silence, as. a passage mysteriously opens in the
crowd ; then again the crowd psychology manifests a change
IE their attitude. Respect and admiration give way to in-
credulity and curiosity. Can they have been well informed
after all ?  Could  a  man have dared  to  have walked
alone through them all, if he had really obtained a warrant
against their hero ? Perhaps the rumour which has caused
the riot was wrong. " Is it true that ye got a warrant for the